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ANOINTING OIL OF SERVICE


MALAYSIAN ASSEMBLY ELDERS’ and WORKERS’ CONFERENCE

July 21-23, 1996 at Genting View Resort, Genting Highlands.

Devotion 2: 
The Holy Anointing Oil for Service [Work]
By K. C. Ung

Reading: Exo. 30:22-33

A.
The Properties of the Anointing Oil.


pure myrrh five hundred shekels;  

sweet cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, 


sweet calamus two hundred and fifty shekels,   

cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary,  

oil olive an hin:


Note:  The two middle spices added together equalled in weight the first, the myrrh; and the last, the cassia; 


the four forming three weights of five hundred.  


About 50 lb (23 kg) of spices, dried and powdered, were mixed with about one gallon (4.5 lit) of olive oil.

1.
Myrrh - A Service marked by Liberty and Spontaneity of the Spirit.
a.
The Connections with Myrrh or words used with Myrrh:

i.
The Liberty of pure myrrh.
pure myrrh five hundred shekels
 
This word (drohr, Heb.) comes from an unused root (meaning to move rapidly); freedom; 


hence spontaneity of outflow, and so clear:--liberty, pure.
Strong


It is always translated wherever it elsewhere occurs as “liberty”.
Lev. 25:10; Isa. 61:1; etc.

ii.
The Spontaneity of Sweet smelling. 
Cant. 5:13


Same Hebrew word as above = passing or running about.


Cf. Christ’s sacrifice of service as a sweet-smelling savour.
 Eph. 5:2


*
Today as Christians we need to the Liberty and Spontaneity of the Spirit 



to act on our Sacrifice of Person, Praise and Performance of Service to the Lord.
Cf. I Cor. 3:17, 18

b.
The Concepts of Myrrh:

i.
The Characteristics of a “Myrrh Sacrifice” before Service as pictured in 
Canticles:

· The Bridegroom is a bundle of myrrh.... 
1:13

all his garments are of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia  
cf. Psa. 45:8

· He appears like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh 
3:6

and frankincense, with all powders of the merchant?.

· He comes to a mountain of myrrh, and (a) hill of frankincense 
4:6


expecting pleasure and fulfilment from His people until the day break, 

and the shadows flee away.
· He expects Praise from His People in whom are Spikenard and saffron; 
4:14

calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; 

myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices:
· He is come to the church to gather praise from His own. 
5:1

I have gathered my myrrh with my spice.
· At the same time He seeks to come into our lives. 
5:5


the hands and fingers of the Bride drop with myrrh upon the handles
· And He encourages us with praises.  
5:13

His lips are likened unto lilies dropping sweet smelling myrrh.

ii.
The Character of a “Myrrh Christ” as recorded in the N. T.

· Myrrh was associated with His Birth.
Matt. 2:11
· Myrrh was associated with His Death.
Mk. 15:23
· Myrrh was associated with His Burial.
Jn. 19:39

Let us bring our Myrrh to Him to Adore and Anoint Him.

2.
Sweet cinnamon or cinnamon of spice - A Service marked by Straightness.


(Heb. qinnamown, from an unused root; mean. to erect); cinnamon bark (as in upright rolls):--cinnamon. 

Occurs again Canticles 4:14 - another of the plants of the enclosed garden. 

ct. Pro. 7:17

3.
Sweet calamus = cane of spice or aromatic cane - A Service marked by Sweetness.

(Heb.  qaneh; a reed; by resemblance a rod (especially for measuring), shaft, tube, stem,

the radius (of the arm), beam (of a steelyard).  

The word is translated stalk (Gen. 41:5, 22); Branch of the Lampstand.
Exo. 25:31, 32, 33, 35, 36, etc.


Sweet cane (Isa. 43:24; Jer. 6:20); Balance (Isa. 46:6) and a measuring reed or rod.
Eze. 40:3, etc.


It is also another of the plants of the enclosed garden. 

Cant. 4:14

4.
Cassia - A Service marked by Servanthood.


This word only occurs once more in Eze. 27:19


Doubtful origin; Robertson suggests that the word springs from a root = to cleave, to stoop and bow down
5.
Oil
- A Servant anointed by the Spirit.


These spices gave their fragrance to the oil with which Aaron was anointed.


The fragrant graces of the Holy Spirit seem to be typified by this holy perfume.

	
	The Holy Anointing Oil

Exo. 30:23-25
	The Anointing of Jesus for Service

Isa. 11:1-3 cf. Lk. 4:18

	a.
	Myrrh  -  500 shekels
	The spirit of wisdom and understanding

A double portion of almost similar character.


	b.
	Cinnamon - 250 shekels

Calamus  -  250 shekels
	the spirit of counsel

and might



	c.
	Cassia  -   500 shekels
	The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord Cf. Pro. 15:33



	d.
	Olive oil  -  an hin
	The SPIRIT of the Lord,  Lk. 4:18




Application:  10 Lessons from the Properties or Composition of the Anointing Oil.


Note:  The two middle spices added together equalled in weight the first, the myrrh; and the last, the cassia; 

the four forming three weights of five hundred. 

About 50 lb (23 kg) of spices, dried and powdered, were mixed with about one gallon (4.5 lit) of olive oil.

	No.
	Characteristics of the Components.
	Living Lessons from ......
	I Cor.

	1
	Four ingredients were used.
	God calls different people for service. cf. the four gifts given to the church for ministry  

	12:4-6; cf. Eph. 4:11

	2
	The ingredients were of His choice.
	God elects and calls His own servants.

	12:2, 3

	3
	Ingredients were of different weight.
	His servants have different functions

	12:8-10

	4
	The ingredients gave off different fragrance.
	His servants had different gifts

	12:7

	5
	The two middle spices added together equalled in weight, the first and the last.
	All servants, public and private, great or little, have equal importance before the Lord.

	12:15, 16

	6
	The ingredients were balanced in weight - the lesser weight combined to balance the greater weights.
	There need to be a balance in our service. The coldness of truth with the warmth of love; the more gifted with the less; reaching out, with building
 up; the strong with the weak; etc.

	12:22-24

	7
	The weights were stipulated.
	Balance, but no compromise.

	12:3

	8
	The ingredients were blended to form one.
	The unity of the Lord’s servants.

	12:24, 25

	9
	The ingredients were mixed in oil.
	The Holy Spirit blending all His servants to serve one purpose though in varied forms

	12:11-14

	10
	The oil penetrates all the ingredients.
	Service as directed by the Spirit.
	12:4


B.
The Purpose of the Anointing Oil.

1.
For the Consecration of the Tabernacle and its Furnishings.
Exo. 30 26-29; 40:9-11; Lev. 8:10-11

a.
The Physical Vessels in God’s Sanctuary.


i.
The House of God stands on holy ground.
Exo. 3:5; ct. Jn. 4:21-24

ii.
The House of God specifies “holy” behaviour.
I Tim. 3:15


Sacred things in the House of God consecrated for His Worship and Service must never lose their Respect and Reverence.

b.
The Spiritual Vessels in God’s Sanctuary.


As such, we are to be characterised by…
i.
Selfless Sacrifice.
2 Cor 4:7 (cf. the myrrh sacrifice in Service)

ii.
Sanctity or Spirituality.
2 Tim 2:20-22

2.
For the Consecration of the High Priest and the Priests.
Exo. 30:30

a.
The Anointing of the High Priest.
Lev. 8:12; 21:10-12


Note: the oil was not poured upon Aaron’s sons, but on Aaron’s head alone.


Only Aaron was anointed of his house.
Exo. 29:7, Lev. 8:12

b.
The Anointing of the Priests.


i.
Aaron’s sons were included in the anointing of Aaron himself.
Exo. 30:30; Lev. 7:35

ii.
Aaron and his sons were sprinkled.
Lev. 8:30

· The Lord Jesus is the only Anointed One in the midst of His brethren, the Church. Heb. 2:11

3.
For the Consecration of the King.
I Sam. 10:1; II Kgs. 9:3, 6


Christians too have been made priests and kings unto God.
Rev. 1:6


In the Service of God, as Priests and Kings.....


a.
we represent God to Man
-  We Proclaim God as Royal Priests.

I Pet. 2:9

b.
we represent Man before God.
-  We Praise God as Holy Priests.

I Pet. 2:5

4.
For the Consecration of Prophets.



I Kgs. 19:6


Christ has bestowed special Gifts of Men to Preach the Word (Evangelists) 

and Teach it (Teaching Pastors) to the Church of God.  

They are specially anointed by Him for such purposes.  



Eph. 4:11

As prophets, we are to speak unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.    I Cor. 14:3

C.
The Prohibitions of the Anointing Oil.


Exo. 30:31-33


Or Conditions of those who serve.

1.
He shall be Cut off, if he allows it to Fall on a stranger.

Exo. 30:33


Whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut off from his people.

He that is born of the Flesh and not of the Spirit cannot serve.
Jn. 3:5, 6; Rom. 8:5-8, 9

2.
There is to be no Contact with the Flesh. Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured 
Exo. 30:32a


(It was poured on Aaron’s head after the miter and holy crown had been placed on him.) 
Exo. 29:5-7

a.
The Spirit warreth against the Flesh.  (and the World)



Gal. 5:16, 17

b.
The Spirit cannot be passed on by human Flesh.  Ct. laying on of hands and apostolic succession.
c.
Only he that walks in the Spirit and not in the Flesh can serve.
Rom. 8:5-8; Gal. 5:16, 17(Phil 3:3)

3.
There is to be no Composition of like Fashion.



Exo. 30:32b


neither shall ye make any other like it after the composition of it




a.
Beware of False Spirituality - a Semblance may not be Real.

b.
Beware of Mysticism and Modernism apart from the Truth of the Word.

c.
Beware of the World’s and Christendom’s Imitation of the Things of God

D.
The Properties of those Anointed.

They are marked by.....

1.
Purity - there must be no Connection with the Rebellious.


Lev. 10:7

a.
Warm Sympathy is not for the Willfully Rebellious.
vv. 6, 7

b.
Discipline must be meted out for Disobedience.
v. 10

c.
God’s Glory is the Goal.
v. 3

2.
Regality
- for the Crown of the anointing oil of his God is upon him.
Lev. 21:12



-there must be no Contamination with the Dead.

Lev. 21:10-12

3.
Unity
-The Oil Covering.





Psa. 133:1, 2

a.
It is a Unity that reaches down from the Head to the members.


It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard,

 even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts (breastplate?) of his garments;

There is a three-level unity:





Col. 2:9, 10


 For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

i.
The Unity in the Headship that is in the Godhead. 


ii.
The Unity in the Headship of the Universal Church.

iii.
The Unity in the Membership of the Local church.
b.
It is a Unity that is an Organic Entity.

i.
It is not Uniformity - Unity is Spiritual and Internal; Uniformity is Carnal and External.


Cf. The Corinthian Church and its many divisions. Ct. The Ephesian Church.

ii.
It is not Confederacy - Confederacy Binds from outside, but unity Bonds from inside.

iii.
It is the Unity of the Spirit.  It is not Man-made but it is there to be Maintained. (“Keep”)   Eph. 4:1-6

c.
It is a Unity based on a seven-fold declaration.



Eph. 4: 2:6

i.
There is one body, 

ii.  
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 


iii. 
one hope of your calling;

iv. 
One Lord, 

v.  
one faith, 
vi. 
one baptism,

vii. 
One God and Father of all, 
Who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

